
 

Community 
 
Diversity 
 
During most of the last century the local population of Brighton and Hove 

remained predominantly English. Today the area is home to a rich diversity 

communities.  

 
QueenSpark Books celebrates and documents this diversity in the following 

books.  

 

 
Poetic and passionate, lively and lyrical, Bangla Brighton is a series of moving true life accounts of life on the South coast 

by Brighton and Hove's Bangladeshi community. At times heartbreaking, but always full of hope, these stories offer the 

reader a glimpse into a fascinating culture. As intriguing as it is informative, Bangla Brighton gives one of the lesser 

heard voices in our community a chance to be heard. I have visited many, many areas, many places but finally Brighton 

gave me a little bit of my village life. In this sense it is my village. 

 

 

 
The Faith Project used oral history and video work to help members of the Sudanese Coptic, Muslim and Progressive 

Jewish communities to collate a history of how and why the followers of these faiths arrived in Brighton and the traditions 

and customs that they brought with them. Project extracts are featured in this book which focuses on the positive 

contribution that the faiths have made to the common heritage of Brighton and Hove. 



 

Community 
 
Diversity - continued 
 

 
Published in January 2005, this fascinating book examines the customs and culture of the Sudanese community in the 

Brighton and Hove area. The British and Sudanese cultures are very different to one another and the narrative includes 

comparisons of the two cultures, as well as giving first-hand descriptions of festivals, celebrations including weddings and 

funerals, and food. The text is written in both English and Arabic, making it accessible to the widest possible audience 

and will be especially enjoyed by the second generation of the Sudanese community, living in the Brighton and Hove 

area. It also fulfils the function of recording a culture's history for future generations. 

 

 
This is a collection of life stories of people who are members of the gay and lesbian community in the Brighton area. The 

book is based on taped interviews with forty lesbian and gay men who spoke openly about their lives in and around 

Brighton. In the fifties and sixties the town enjoyed a national reputation as a haven for gay people and it was viewed as 

a relatively tolerant place for people to visit and live. Lesbians and gay men came from all over Britain for holidays and to 
settle down. Brighton was considered a type of 'Eldorado', a promised land, and this tradition remains today, where its 

thriving gay community is one of the largest in the country, outside London. 
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This explores the interesting and unusual lives of some of Brighton's Jews in the twentieth century. Through a series of 

interviews with a cross-section of the Jewish community and two local Rabbis, Leila Abrahams shows that Jews are just 

as 'ordinary' as any other section of society. A strong sense of their capacity to survive adversity in often extreme 

circumstances, is a theme that can be found throughout the book. On the part of some of the older Jews, there is 

nostalgia for the past, for a closely-knit family life and the comfort of familiar religious rituals and customs. As for the 

younger members of the community, they reflect the changing values of society over time in their search for a Jewish 

identity that involves integration without assimilation. 

 


